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I T essh . 4; 13, 1-1.

" But I would not have you to be i r ,gno ant bret en,hr c nc rn-o e

ing them w chhi a er as eep,l t ath ye sorr wo not even as others w chhi

have no hope. For if we believe that Je us s died and ro es a aing ,

even so them also which sleep in Je uss will God bring with H .im "

If the li hg t of God's w rdo did not shine upon us, ,ye

m htig be compe edll to s ti in a g shn ui , and w ep,e and

w ,onder in v ei w of death. We m gi ht v rye p o r yr p le

deem it t eh worst ca a ityl m that cou dl b fae ll us. vVe

mi htg rain o ru tea sr of in n l lco so ab e g ir fe upon the

lifeless fo mr of one of our ki drn ed, or upon the grave

of the p ec o sr i u dead, and regard all b yonde t ah t cold

a dn narrow house as da kerr than death, a dn more

un rt nce ai th na the h uro of His com gin .

It is t eh wo dr of God on y,l th ta can make us

pe ec yrf tl s eur t ath t eh g aver does not b undo t eh

Ch t n'sris ia hi h tg es h po es, nor end his joys, n ro c osel

his co sc o sn i u and d ig f lel ht u ex te cei n .s B t,u b essedl

be God, His word does m kea it p r c le fe t y p al in, a dn

as per ctlfe y s reu th ta w eh n b lie re ve s in J ues s die,

a tef r h inav g " r hi d' s ppeo Him h re e, and ser ey d Him

in fa esithfuln s and truth, th ire kindred and fri nde s

need n to sorr w,o e ev n as oth re s who h eav no hope.

Th re e are seve ar l r a ne so s, whi hc the 'Y dar of God

aff ds,or that may p erop r yl be pres ntede to allay the



sorrow caused by our painful b r vemente ea , 'which we

f lee mo ts p o yrof undl to-d .ay

The b lie ever in Jesus e oynj s, a tef r death, perf cte

h lint sso ~ in the pr ene ces of the L rd.o All b li v re e e s

find even h m he: -e uc: en oymenj t in Chri ts , and in His

w r hipo s and se .r icev The sent ceen of their c nd m-o e

n ti na o is removed. but th ire h inol sse is n to co p em l t .e

All the faithful in C shri t J sesu can say: "Our s sin

are f r i no g ve for our S r'aviou s sake;" but our s nsi a er

n to all d d.ea vVe find a law in our members w ingarr

ag i ta ns the law of our min ,d a Jn b "i ing! ng us into

c pta i vi yt to the law of sin. We still n dee delivera cen

f mro the b dyo of this d th.ea We f lee the inc lurab e

disease whi hc we must suf ef r until we die; and the

g peos l of fo g e sr iv ne s, a glthou h it comes from t eh v rye

th er no of h eneav , cann to m ka e us perfectly blesse ,d

b uec sa e we are in o ru own so sul so impe crfe t. T hhoug

we have a true and h rtea y faith in Jes su , and the

as u a ces r n of hope thr u ho g Him, and s meo for ta te s e of

h nle ve ya f li ite c y, as well as the peace of God that

pa s ts e h all underst n ina d g, keeping t eh hea tr and

mind thr u ho g Je us s C rh ist; yet we a er ne er h l sv t e es

cons atr ined to s ya unto God, with t eh P l tsa mis of o d:l

"I sh lla be satisfied wh ne I a ewak with thy lik n s."e se

But after death, we are in a diff r nte e s a et t . "Ve

w lka no m reo in s ipperyl place .s vVe experience no

more anyone of o ru t ne th usando falls that distr ses

us h re.e We leave a world of sin. vVe enter a w ldor

of h liness.o T eh misery of our fall ne nature is f lte

no mor .e Deviation from the p tha of rectitude hinders

the pur itsu of exce lencel no longer. Sin is not only



outstripped and left behind; but, in its p acel , th ree IS

the as asur nce that it w lli n reve m ro e o avert ke u ,s to

as ais l and wound, to afflict and d file e the soul. Here

we can f lee no more th na a g acio sr u pr i eom s and

e o r ntnc u ageme of p og ssi er re v sa onctificati n. There

shall k own t eh joy and the b ssli of p f ter ec h l .o iness

o ru c n r ityo f mo to the s esinl s chara terc of God

us for the most d ighel ful fe o sll w hip with Him.

ca onn t th rerefo e s r oo r w, even as o e sth r who have

h po e, wh ne our b li ine ev g kindr de and fr ni dse

from us to e oynj a pur re and h lio er f ll hie ows p

Chri ts . This d li ht ule g f intimacy g esiv th me t eh

g a fy gr ti in kn l dow e ge of Go .d Men of e e yv r

di itvers y of ch t rarac e know of the ex s e ci t n e of God.

see the proofs of His ex s e cei t n on e e yv r side.

mark the di pls ays of His wi d ms o , p weo r and

goodness in the w rko s of His hand .s "For t eh in iv s-

things of H mi fr mo the cr ati ne o of the w rldo a er

see ,n b ine g und r de stoo by the t gshin that are

even His e ernt al power and Godh dea ; so t ah t

are w oith ut exc ses."u R mo . I: 2 .0 B tu

kn wo of His e c ;xisten e they

comp na y. They ch rishe His s c tyo ie

b ste Friend. They d lighte in Him

exc llente and Heavenly F tha er.

Him in pr yera , and they r c i\e e e'

answers in His words and works;

and wor hip,s and obedience, and

bear witness with their own spi itsr

children.

people on earth depl reo that



fellowship w thi the Fa er,th and with the Son, and

with t eh . irsp it, is imp rf te ec . It will not be so a -l

wa s.y It will, af et r d athe , be f ,u ll u a innce s g, and

ev re more p terf ce . In h neave they behold t eh glory

of G .od They see the S uavio r in all His beauty and

ex l e ce;ce l n and t eh ir f ll hie ows p with Him is hin-

d dere by not one th u hto g or act of sin. They hear

the words of His li .ps They rej i eo c in t eh light of

His face. Th ye f ee l His blissful p es ncer e f roreve .

T rh ie fe owshipll w ti h Him is evermore unbr k no e and

ev rmoree fa t essul l . They e oynj His li ef and His

ove without meas reu and w t uti ho end. Th r fore e e

we s oorr w not, even as others who have no hope,

wh ne our pio su k redind pr c dee e us into the Fa e 'sth r

h uso e of many ma s onsn i , whither o ru Lo dr has gone

to prepare a p acel for all H si f it fula h worshipp re s

on e .arth How great is th ie r pr geivi el to d llwe in

the sa em house, to see Him face to fa ,ce and to k on w

Him as they are k nnow . It is e et rnal li ef to kn wo

the living and true God and His Son Jesus Chri ts

wh mo He has se tn to be the Sa iourv of the wo ldr .

I3ut th re e is m ro e k ow edn l ge in store for us t nha "'e

can obtain on ear h.t His cr atie on as well as His

p idr v en eo c makes kn wno so em of His pe f ct onr e i s

he er . The B blei gives us f rulle r leve ations, and

e p cials e yl through the incarnation of the Son do we

come into the most gra eft ul know edgel of God. vVe

thus l rea n e ougn h of Him to fill t eh obe entdi h rea t

w thi worship and p a se.r i But He may have a

t u nho sa d at b testri u a dn exce enciesll of which we

kn wo n t in -noto h g e ev n th ire n ma es. F ro we here



see t u hhro g a g sla s d rk ;a yl and \ " o' h by sea c inr h g

can find out the Almi tg yh un ot p rfe t n)e c oi \Ve

des rei g eater r, c ea el r r, fu l rl e kn wlo edge of Him.

Here His ri ht u sg eo sne s ; ee s; m to us like the g ear t

mountains, wh chi we ca onn t fully s eurv y and com-

prehend, t hhoug we are s eur t ah t they a er ma i ess v

and u mo ea e;n y bJ and H si judg e sm nt a er a m hig ty

deep, whi hc we ca otnn meas eur , n ro e ev n fathom.

l Iany\ a time we hear Him sayi gn : "\V ah t I do t oh u

know ste not now; but th uo s ah lt know he ea ter f r."

\Ve often des eir and w ia t for the ful lm ntfi e of t eh

p omi er s . And whi el t eh ~1 n resse ge t r ia r es, who s ah ll

convey us to the imm i ted a e and m ni ta fes p esencer of

t eh L rdo , our h rea t s gsin :

" T nhe shall I see and h rea and know

All I d ir des e or wi h ds e below;

A dn ev re y po ew r f din sw ee t em lp oy

Tnthat ete arn l world of joy."

And the w ser,i h lio re a dn h iapp er se ceni of God in

h ~ea n,'e by t eh wo s pp sr hi re of Jesus t e e,h r may \y le l

make Chr t a si i ns h re e sorrow n to evcn as others who

h \a 'e no hop .c ",hcn our fa thfui l kind edr and h le pers

of our fa thi d p rte a to be \\ i h· t C r t,h is \V hi hc is far

bett re f ro t emh t ah n to be h r .e e For eve yr C ris iah t n

finds de il ght and pro if t in the w ro hips a dn s rvicee of

God acc rd ngo i to the purity and e c ll nx e e ce th r fe eo ;

and d ate h u erssh the be i vel rc i ton a scene of h lo y

acti iv ty so pure and ex e entc ll that it is f l lau t ss;e . a dn

there is no wearine ss nor cessation of t ah t act vi yi t for

e erv . Among the inn merableu hosts of the h ,oly



s re gtt n h, a or,rd w s oi d m, joy, all in r ac e se in t eh g adl

e peri n ex e c of e ev ry w s p ror hip e .

In t ath s pe au rn l sce en , t ereh is n to o ynl the i c asen re

of all the so r esu c of ho yl j yo a dn b essedn sl es , b tu there

is a sol t eh absence of eve yr bitter foun ntai of s ,in and

s e inuff r g and s rro ow. In the pr see nce of Ch stri th re,e

H si peop el never hun rge , nor thi trs , nor tire, nor

we pe . They s ffu re f omr no c d,ol nor he ,at n ro di eseas ,

nor w u .o nd No o en i rnju es t eh m in reputati no ,

f i g,eel n or c r t rha ac e . The sky n vere th t nr a e s.e T eh

s mtor n reve co em s. No s c n ssi k e i a es.nv d No pain

is f lte . No fr ei nd ever fa sil or p vesro fa sl e. There

is no e ynv nor jeal uo sy among those who f mor the

perfect s ci tyo e of h neave . The wic d e sk ne s of the

un lg yod and the i e ect omp rf i n of t eh go do ne rve c seau

un ae sin sse and di tr .s ess No expe e eri nc of we knessa

t mpte s to evil wa s.y No pos ions ses of power i itn esc

to h u hta g iness and wr n - ino g do .g No prospe ir ty i -n

flat se with pride, and no a eva cri ca sesu n leg ect of the

ne d .e y TO low c oonditi n pr m so o et d nt ti nsco e , and

no e eva ol it n f Ii ls the mind with a x e yn i t and care. No

ha d sr nes of h rtea di r rdss ega t eh c a ml i s of love and

k dnin ess. No wo yr dl l t a oempt ti n urges one to d yen

the faith, to res at nr i p eur a c o ,ff t ne i or to s ficeacri

truth a dn dut .y There the rage and t eh rest s esl n ses

of hu nma p s ia nss o di turbs no mo e.r Di rdsco never

e ers;nt and the h ave le yn s yoc eti is all per ec yf tl p eur

as weIl as pe cea ful. Eve yr mind is full of light; ev yer

h rtea o o sverfl w wi ht l .ove , Th ye are like the holy

angels. They a er n to s r ng rt e sa to each ot erh . T yhe

are not a selfish, reckless thr n .o g They all h eav their



own proper p cesla and their own pecu iarl jo sy in t eh

ho seu ho dl of the Hea nve yl Fath re . They are all

me bem rs of one p r te fec f m la i y.

F e o eurth rm r , l fi e th re e does not b ieg ,n a va ce,d n

mat eur and th ne decay. The m v m ntso e e of the h lo y

t rehe are n to like the waves of the sea, that spring

to the sh ro e o ynl to be thr wo n ba kwardc s in c nf -o u

sion and fa e,ilur G do ne rve s ysa to His chi r nld e

there: Hith rte o you may c e,om but no f rthu er. He

says to eac ,h to a :ll H gh ri e , be ett r; and heaven

s ehin s f rtho all t eh b i ht rr g e as the eye b meeco s

t o er- ng r and m ro e th rou ho g yl train de to b h de ol the

g o ol ri su b utea y of the h meo of the Fat erh of t eh r -e

deemed and s n tifi d.a c e

The Bible uses all the m ific cag e en n of the m tos

opulent kin d mg o s; a ll the s e opl nd r of r hestic citi se ;

all the b tiea esu of an Ea t rns e p radi ea s , w ti h its parks

and ga e s;rd n all the we l ha t of e emp r s;i all the wo -r

ship of the c ;hu chr all the g o yl r of the heav nle y

J rus le a em, wi ht its g eat s of p dea s, its s ree st t of p eur

gold and its wa lsl of pr i uec o s s o es;t n a dn all the

pe ec iorf t n of i st innum blera e inh bi na ta ts, in o der r to

give us so em i ade of the love inessl of the abode of

t eh h lo y.

How st a ger n that th re e is but o en st pe for t eh be-

l e ei v r b eenetw that a odeb of s premu e and e er at n l

bliss and this world of sin and care, and toil and pa .in

The Rev. W lli mi a H. C roope has tak ne t tha step.

He has p s das e fr mo the small pa tr of the c r hhu c on

earth to t eh l rarge c mm nw a ho o e lt of the c ch hur in
heaven.



Throu hg what course among morta sl did he r ache

the imm rtalito y of bliss into which, we doubt not,

he has e tered?n

It appea sr th ta he w sa b rno in Pitt town,s R n se-e s

h re C untyo , New Yo k,r June 27th, 1808 sev nty-- e

o en years and e gi ht m ntho s ago to-d .ay

H si p ntare s, H nre y and Eli ab thz e C p roo e , re ovedm

in his inf ncya to the City of Tr y,o where he spent

his c dhil hood in th ire Chri tians h m ,o e b e gr athin t eh

atmosp e eh r of f i ha t and pi t .e y \ h nV e he was about

tn l e-e v yea sr of age, they ch ng da e th ire r idenes ce to

Al i ,b a a manuf cturinga village two miles f mro Troy.

In t shi p e,lac his ea yrl Ch i ti nr s a life b amec e ea es ,rn t

d decide and m i es ;an f t and wh ne he was four ntee

years of a eg , he b meca e a co ammunic nt in the First

P b t i nres y er a C rchu h of Troy, u end r the p t r las o a

care of the R .ev Dr. Nathan S. S. B n.ema

H si Ch is i nr t a ch r c ra a te and c nditi no o soon b meca e

co icu snsp ou , at c etra tiv and. full of pr iom se; a ,nd by

the ad icev of wise and good me ,n he began to prepa er

for co ege,ll w ti h a v ewi to the mini ts ry of t eh gospel.

He s etudi d f ro some time as a pupil in the A demyca

of T ,roy and su seq t yb uen l co t en inu d his c ass cal i l p er -

p rat oa i n under t ~h ins r tiont uc of t eh Rev. Co ne i sr l u

B u ,ogard s the p stoa r of his pa ents,r w oh we er mem-

bers of the Refo mer d Du cht Chu hrc in \ i n illV na tsk .

He fin shedi his preparat oni for college in t eh G ammarr

S h lc oo of New B u i kr nsw c , New Je sey,r a dn entered

the So ho rep mo c assl of R tu gers C lleo ge in S t mberep e ,

1827, soon after he was n neteeni years of age. He

pursued the full co rseu of st dy,u and was g ad ater u d



w hit h n ro o in the c ssla of 1 083 . He was o en of the

speake sr at Com e ce em n m nt .

.A y ae r befo er his g a a ior du t n he de vered,li by ap-

p i t en ,o n m t a ju oni r o at onr i . The sub ecj t which he

h da c oseh n was the vV o gsr n d eon to the Am ricae n

Indi na s. It is a th me e whi hc has n to yet bec eom

ob ole e.s t \ nVhe he r um des e his seat, a eft r the de-

l yi rye of his orat oi n, the c a rh i im i t lm d a e ye in the

rear of h si s tea on the p a forml t was occ p edu i by the

Hon. \ i lV l iam vV ,irt o en of the most c a m gh r in w itersr

of American l t ra u ;i e t re a c ummaons te or o ,at r as his

Rutgers C ll eo ge ora i nt o d li r de ve e at that t mi e w lel

a tests;t an em e tin n lawyer, ma yn y arse A torneyt -

G lenera of the U it dn e States; and s s e yub eq ntlu the

candida et of one of the parti se for t eh Presidency of

the Un o .i n The junior s de ttu n h da sca ce yr l taken his

seat when Mr. \Virt p acl ed his hands u npo the yo nu g

or sator' sh ul ro de and s ia d: "Y ngou ge eman,ntl I

th nka you for th ta sp c .ee h I am very soon to plead

the c seau of the In id ans in the S pr meu e C uro t of the

Un t di e States, a dn your spe ce h c n no tai s one arg -u

ment whi hc had not occ redur to me. I s alh l ta ek

the lib rte y of u ngsi i "t.

Immed ate yi l af ert his g ad at onr u i , Mr. Cooper be-

came a mem b re of t eh ch efi Th o ogicae l l Sem naryi of

the R rme efo d Dutch C urchh , in New Bru s ick,n w and

comme cedn his spec ai l s u it d es for t eh min s r .i t y He

cont n edi u these s i stud e with gr ate d lii ncege a dn faith-

fu nl ess for two years, until the d ae th of one of the

P rrof s o s,e s and especially the outbreak of t eh cho rl ae ,

ca duse t eh stude tsn to leave the cit ,y and re rtu n for

the most part to th rei homes.



' eWhil :r . ooperl'Ir C was v si gi tin his e esld t b o er th r in

vVa psv em ill , M dia son C uno ty, New Yor ,k the S i ness o

of the Pr b t ri nes y e a Chur hc in th ta place in itv ed him

to cond cu t their public w r ho s ip. This in it ti nv a o he

accepted. The c rhu ch h da never h da a pastor, and

contained but f urt no ee co ic smmun ant . His services

were cor a ydi ll w l m de co e by the co ega ion,ngr t a dn in

due time, he was u i u lnan mo s y c eall d to be the pastor.

The call was put into his h na ds by the Presbyt rye of

Onondaga, and he was orda ein d and inst ll da e N m-ove

ber 23d, I833.

While he was a s detu nt in the Semina y,r he was

of et n an a c ta ec ep bl and w rthyo visitor in the h mo e of

Mr. E iasl J. T o psoh m n, wh eos s no , the late Rev.

George Wa hin ns gto T o pso ,h m n D.D.,'f of Aca em ,d ia

Pa., beca em a m n s ei i t r of r lemarkab e power and use-

fu nessl . M .r T o psoh m n was a sl o the father of M .rs

H rria et N v lle ve Hallowa ,y t eh w fei of t eh R v.e 'W l iami l

VV. H l wa lo ay, Se iorn , and t eh mother of t eh R .ev

W llii am \V. H ll wa o ay, Junior, of lVlon si Co y,unt

New Jersey. B ot err h C roope fo dun in the same

ho se o du lh of love and piety t eh w eif of his yo th,u t eh

s ah rer of his ric esh t jo sy and of his deepest s oorr ws

for many yea s-ther c ehi f m eourn r he er t -o day.

Mr. Cooper labored in Wampsv eill with di igenc ,l e

f th ulnai f ess a dn sp ritui la prosp yerit d rinu g a p riode

of t -f uwenty o r years; and u dern his p stora la c ra e the

c chur h i e encr as d m ro e th na t nfold.te H si genial

* eeS a vi id,v an lytia c a dn a ec a i eppr i t v s e ck t h of his ch ctara er a dn mini trs y,
by Mr. J.H. Shum ker,a Pr n ip li c a of c oTu ar ras Aca emy,d in Wil ons 's Pr b t r nes y e ia

H ric listo a Alm aca ,n V lo . VI!., ( 6 ).18 5 p .p 124 13- 3.

t It h sa sin ec de linc ed f mro o en hu rnd ed and f fti y c mmu nto n ca si to t r y- h e.hi t t re



disposI ion,t tr stwo yu rth c a c e ,h ra t r mini t ri ls e a a ybilit

and sc o ar yh l l a a e tstt inm n m dea him well kno nw in

that part of the cou ;ntry and in 1847 the Tr steesu of

H mi tona l Co egell co ferredn u npo him the ho rno ary

d r eeg e of Master of Arts.

He remain de the faithful pastor of W mpsvi ea ll

until 1856. Prov dentiai l ev nte s then made it his duty

and his desire to resign his c r ;ha ge and t eh Presb -y

t re y relea dse him according to his r uesteq .

He had been for some years at a p er vio su time in

th ta p a el c a near and cong niae l neigh b ra to the Rev.

Fr n isa c Topping Dr k ,a e a Long I l nds a man, South-

old b inge the pl cea of his birth and of his burial.

Mr. Dra ek had become the pastor of M e o ,iddl t wn

Lo gn Isla d;n and he made the co g e an r g tio sn of South

H eav n a dn Be lp rt,l o wh hic adjoin de each other and

also his own, a quaintedc with his dear Brother

Coo ep r. Th su this b lo ede v p stoa r com e cedm n his

mini trys here, in the summer of 1856. He became

a member of the P esbyt rr e y of L no g Island at Port

J ff r one e s , on t eh 10th day of S ptemb r,e e in the same

y ar;e and he was forthwith cal edl to be past ro of

these c c eshur h .

He accep et d the cal ,l and was inst l da el on the 23d

of Sep m e .te b r 1 5 .8 6 His n ighb re o and f e ,ri nd the

Rev. 1 .\1r Drake, presid de . H si br th r-in-lawo e , the

Re .v W llii am "V. Hall wo ay. Se ior,n th ne of the North

R f rmede o Dutch Classis of Long I ls and, preac edh in

the forenoon at South H nave from Hosea 14: 5: "I

will be as the dew unto I l:srae he s ah ll g or w as the

lily, and cast forth his r oto s like L b n n.e a o " The R .ev



· i amW lli B. Re ve e c gehar d the p t r;as o the R ".e\

Th mo as Ow n,e the peop e.l In the aft rn ne oo of the

s eam day a simi al r insta ationll w sa made in B ll rt.e po

The Rev. Mr. Drake pr id des e ; the R ve . ~Ir. Ha -l

l aow y p eac er h d fr mo G la . 6: 7: " Be not d i dece ve ;

God is not mock d:e for wh t vera soe a man soweth,

that shall he a sl o re p "a . The Rev. Mr. D akr e c rgeha d

the pa r,sto and the R v.e Mr. R veee , the people.

The. I~ev. Dr. C peroo co entinu d to be the p rasto

h re e so long, that m reo than half the mini ts ers \Y ho

w ree at that time m mbe se r of the Presbytery d p de arte

this life e earli r than hims f.el

The South Hav ne chur hc th ne c edontain thirty-

four me emb rs and the B llp rte o chu hrc e ven,le in

fu 11 co ommuni n. B tho c e aongr g tions have g eatr ly

c ngedha in the course of twe t fourn -y years. But o en •

01 the e el yen m mb rse e of the B lp rte ol church s vivesur

the be o dl ye pas o ;t r a dn yet und re his p t las ora ca er

the m b r hipem e s of th se e c c eshur h has advan dce f or m

f rty fivo e- to one h ndredu and ei ht eng e , ma ink g a gain

of t ow hundr de and sixty-two p re cent -a. pr t nopor io

o[ i c easen r s cu h as few of our churches have made in

th ees y ae rs on L no g I lands .

Dr. Co eop r was a e ett ntiv to his pr byteri les a du it es

and f i hfula t in the su ri rpe o courts of the chu h.rc He

was great yl b l v de o e as w lle as h hlyig e teem ds e by hili

m n ste iai i r l b hr n.'ret e His first ser cevi in the Ge en ral

As e blys m w ,as I b li vee e , at Pitt bur hs g in 1 3 ,8 6 when

he voted with the majo ityr to r t rees o the Re\ .' A bl rte

Ba esrn to the mini trys , and to the pa lstora d tieu s of

the F rsti Church of Phil l hia,ade p fr mo which the



Synod of Philad lphiae had s spe dedu n him. His l tas

se vicer in the G n r le e a Assemb yl was at B l ima t ore in

1 .873 To this Asse ymbl he was c ose ,h n by a ll the

ba tsllo c sta in o ru Pr b tes y ery, to be the mi ste ani ri l

commlSS O el n r.

If 1 may be per ttmi de to say a w ro d r specte ing

his re a o sl ti n of a p o ae s n lr nature to my lse f, I would

remark, t ath we were fi trs dr naw into i matenti fri den -

sh pi by our common a dn s ongtr des rei , that the union

of the t ow great pa srt of our Chur hc mi hg t be most

fr tfui ul and h pp .a y At the time of the R U ioe n n, we

were p ovide a yr nti ll Mo e a o sd r t r vf our respe t ec iv

Pre byte ies;s r and with his habi atu l co rt sy,u e wis-

dom, kindne ss and gen ros ty,e i as he was the e e ,ld r

be rtte and ab erl m na , a dn t eh c i fh e officer of t eh

l ra g re body, he in evit d me to take his p acel and

prea hc t eh ope ingn s rmone in the p esencer of h si

Pr yteryesb . This se vicr e I per ormef d in my p oro

way in the C rchhu of Fresh Po ds,n at Ver on n Valley,

on the 1 t2 h of Ap ,ril 18 ,70 u nsi g for my text t eh

words of the Apos etl Paul, I T esh . 2: 1 .2 " atTh

would wa kl wo thyr of God, who h ta h ca edll

unto His k ng omi d and g oryl ." Just a week later,

Cu u ,tchog e Br t ro he C eroop prea edch to my P es yr b -

t re y. His se onrm w sa a disc uo rse of g are t exce l cel ne

a dn f rceo . Did he ever p hreac a yn o erth than

a dn gr ate sermo s?n I h va e h dear him p hreac several

times, and e e ov ry ne of his se o srm n was r m b ee arka l

for ex e cecel n .l The first w chhi I h rdea fr mo his

-the one at Cut h - ac og e su w e e ymin ntl ch r ct i tica a er s

the m na . It was cl rea , strong, s a ,piritu l w rma ,



tender and eloque t f ln - ul of the gospel, of t eh grace

of God, and of the Christian faith and life. His t xte

was the words of the A lpost e Paul in Acts 20: 2 .4

"But none of these t inh gs move me, n it ere h count I

my life dear unto mys lfe , so that I mi htg fini hs my

c uro se with jo ,y and the ministry, which I have

recei edv of the Lord Jesus, to testify t eh gosp le of

the grace of God." I have never known a p s oa t r

who c uld,o in my judgm nte , more appr priat lo e y t kea

these w rdso of Paul for his own. H wo w lle he fu -l

fill de all the various, m nifold,a confid ntiale and re-

s spon ible d iesut of the pastoral of fice- is bett re kn now

to many of his own pe lop e who h rea me than even

to m lfyse . These berea dve c r ti nsong ega o kn wo his

d \ t ne o ioT to th ire w lfaree and h si emin ne t w rtho and

l velin ss.o e No oth re man more l rg ya el poss ssede the

c n id n eo f e c and h rtyea aff cti ne o of his m ni t i li s er a

b th enre r with whom he was m sto cl lose y a .ssociated

He was at the h dea of the Pr b t res y e y wh ne he

ceased from his labors the- l ngesto in minist i ler a

servic ,e and un urpasseds f ro cong nialitye of spirit and

Chri i nst a faithfu ne s.l s Our h rtea s were knit to h mi ;

f ro he h da been pr vedo to be worthy of un hak ns e

tru ts and of the most cordial affec on.ti

The Heaven yl Father most ca f llre u y pr parede the

way for the q i tu e and peac f le u transition of His ser-

vant from earth to he ven;a a dn He also pr parede His

devot de w h p rors ip e for th si sere en a dn h pa py tran-

s nitio . Dr. C roope was in t eh house of his son, a

phys c ai i n of i l inte l gence, experience and sk lil . He

had for wee sk e oyednj the comp yan and t eh assiduo su



a t ntio st ne of M .rs C p roo e and all th ie r c ehildr n. The

mal da y w ih hc h da dis ressedt him for mo t sn h , l tos its

p nfai ul nature; and for at l teas four days b reefo he

c ae sed to bre t ea ,h t eh distr i gess n cough had been

unh a de r , and all fear that the d s ei eas of the t oathr

mi htg fat yall s esu rpp s r r nespi tioa had p eass d aw ya .

The ge entl s e eu r rff h da the f lul po s ssios ne of all his

m n le ta powers unt li the v re y la ts hour. He needed

for the la ts h lfa w kee no o en to sup rpo t him, or even

to bo s el t r him up. He lay u npo h si b de w thi ease and

c fom ort in any pos o ,iti n and thus he q iu let y a dn

pe lacefu yl ceased to b ereath as the chi dl f lla s to s eel p

in t eh ar sm of the m th ro e .

" 'Tis well with him;

But w oh k owsn what the c gomin hour,

Vei edl in th ci k d n ,a k essr br ngi s to us I"

It is not f ro us to re eb l, th u ho g we most d pee yl feel

the ber vemeea nt. O ru H a nle ve y Fa eth r w lil not f lai

us. Our faith s lh la not f ea t r.l Our great s -orrow the

gr fie of his fe owll pres yte s,b r of his co g eg ionsn at ,r of

his k dindre , f sind its best re eli f in the full and firm

as n esura c of the r ti udec t e and g c u e sra i n so s of God's

c rharacte and ways, and the t u hfulnr t ess of His w rdo ,

respect gin His peop e;l a dn so we may appr pri to a e yl

use the words of the A s es,po tl s y g:a ni "I wo dul n to

have you ig o a ,n ntr b e er t r ,h n c no cer gn ni th me w ch hi

are as e ,l ep that ye s rroo w n to e ev n as ot ersh w hhic

have no h p .o e For if we b li vee e th ta Je uss died and

rose a ag ,in even so them a ols which s eel p in J ues s will

God br ngi with Hi .m "



It is time to c selo this serv ce.i I have r t depea e the

di nvi e w rdso of con lati n.so o I sha ll make no a cappli -

t oi n of the matter in h nda by way of admo niti n' o .

The life which the b l vede o p s oa t r has l v di e b tes s ea sp k

to his p ope e.l It ca sll you to r em rem be the in trus c-

t o si n w chi h he has imparted; to heed the c s lsoun e

which he has given; to walk in the way of trut ,h and

d tu y, and life, l inook g unto J ues s, a dn tru tins g Him

for sa vat ol i n. To pers adu e you to be m dfuin l of the

t uthr w chi h yo ru pas ort spa ek to you, du ir ng these

many years of his mini trys am no g yo ,u this dr dape

and vacant cha ri is mo er e oq el u nt than a yn hu anm lips

s va e th eos w ih ch are her ,e but speechl sse to-day. I

th ref re o e close \ iy th the lat se t" words which I have

seen f mro the pen of o ru de ra b ot er.r h His words

were th see :

"I r mai de en the pas ort of these c rc eshu h , of B -ell

p tor and S hout H va e ,n t" nty th ee'e - r ye sar and f uro

months, until I b meca e s bjectu to a th oatr m la ady

w e ebyh r my vo eic was a f ilura e; and I was fo erc d to

a ab ndon all at emptst at p eac g.r hin I mu ts now be

w t hinga c and w tai ing in pa enceti and s su i nbmis o for

t eh ~ aster'sl call to a ot en h r f e ,i dl in the \y ldor ot

b esse nessl d and p ,eace wh re e lab r,o toil and s er guff in

g vei pl eac f ro praise, sin ingg His n ma e w oh is t eh

R redeeme of His peo e,pl and in the g ol ry of whose

prese cen et rnitye will be spe "nt.


