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Brookhaven Free Library

Celebrating 100 Years of Service to the Community

1912-2012




Library & Literary Club.

The Fireplace Library Club, incorporated under the name Literary
Club, began in 1912 with twenty-seven members, who began
collecting books and using the two-story schoolhouse as their
library and meeting place. The first paid librarian — one of the
teachers — was paid 15 cents for an afternoon. The goal of the
club was to have a permanent, stand-alone library in Brookhaven
hamlet. Almost all of the early records of the FPLC are in the
Post-Morrow Foundation’s archival collection.

The FPLC’s goal was achieved 14 years later, in 1926, thanks to
the philanthropy of James Post, who had donated land and a
building to the club. In 1930, the land and building were formally
transferred to New York State and the Brookhaven Free Library
Association was formed.

The following slides show some of the library’s 100-year history.



Excerpt
from the
25th
anniversary
presentation,
1937

In [912 some ol vur nesidents fedt that we needed
aomething 2o baing us Zogethen in thias %‘;;;face‘ A Lew
met in Zhe home of Miss (hilds when Mrs, Ruth Litt of
Patchoque was 3o be the speaken. Several of 2hose, meeting
that day, wene ardent sufinaqeties; and since woman
aultrage was a A«:zégieci fUling the mindo of many, I was
proposed that a Sulinage (Aub be formed. Cthens desined a
Librany (dub which would meet the needs of more nesidents,
bosth of the yming and odd, So it was definitely decided 4o
Lonm a Librany (Lub sl Maws Thiarna Lo Monsin i elected
A7 Fresident. She resigned howeven at the next meeting.
[his was held at the home of the Miases Kost and the names

r)f those who meae the Linst 1o ;Lof_rf o:fz_ce wene: President
Mrs. Mantha Hapland, Ls% Vice Pres, #no, Nettie Valentine,

MM ze Bvmampe Lust Tvans.,

b . ' -
2nd Vice Pres, Mo, Tmheld L. Aotchhins, Rec. Sec./_\ Prse Lily

: . s P 7 ;
Reeves, Auditon Miss Lowise (armen,



The following
slides will show
photographs, if
avallable, of the
founding
members and/or
the homes that
they lived in.

1912

THE FOUNDING OF THE LITERARY CLUB

AND THE LIBRARY

The Fireplace Literary Club was founded by the following

group of Brookhaven women:

*Mrs. Louis Blume

*Miss Louise Carman
*Mrs. Robert Carman
*Miss Helen Child

*Mrs. Rachel de Arcas
*Mrs, Jercmiah M. Dominy
*Miss Florence L. Drinker
Miss Mary K. Ford

Mrs, Malcoln Fraser
*Mis. Clyde Furst

Misg Ella R. Hawkins
*Mrs, Walter Hotchkin
*Mrs. William H. Hotchkin

*Mrs. Izsaac Howland

*Miss Emma Kost

*Miss Minna Kost

Miss Ellen Learned
*Mrs. Nathaniel Matson
*Miss Esther Matson
*Mrs. Thomas f. Morrow, Sr.
Mrs, Norman F. Nelson
Mrs. James H. Post
*Mra. Forrest P. Reeve
*Mrs. Caroline E. Russell
*Mrs, Frank Smith
*Mrs. Jacob L. Valentine

*Miss Anne Weeks

*Listed as those present at first recorded meeting.



Constitution and By-Laws

OF THE

FHire Ylace Literary Club

OF

Brookhaven, Long Island
New York

CONSTITUTION anp BY-LAWS
SR

ARTICLE 1
NAME

The name of this organization shall be The
Fireplace Literary Club of Brookhaven, Long
Island, New York.

ARTICLE II
OBJECT

To organize a library for the use of the
Club, and to provide for lectures, readings,
and other entertainments which may contrib-
ute to the support of the Club and add to the
pleasure of its members.

ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP

SEC. 1. There shall be two classes of
members: Active and Honorary.

SEC. 2. Active Members. Any one may
become an active member whose name has
been presented to the Board of Directors
through its Chairman; who has been elected
by a two-thirds vote of the Board, and who
pays Annual Dues of One Dollar.






Ruth Litt demonstrated

“Suffrage Agriculture” in

1917. Picture taken where

today’s Patchogue Shores

in East Patchogue is
ixi . _ located.
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Foundlng member and first president Martha Howland’s home, 339 Beaver
Dam Road (modern address). No photograph of her has been found.




Founding Member Matilda Nelson’s home at 388 South
Country Road. Matilda’s father-in-law, Alfred Nelson, offered
to donate a plot of land along South Country Road next to the

Chapel House for the library building.




Rhoto courtesy Lucia Nefson
w1

Letter from Matilda Nelson’s
granddaughter:

“...She called the FP Literary Club
“The Queen Mary Hat Club,’ as
right up to the time when | was a
member in the 1960s we all wore
hats....

“Wish | could be there, Lucia
Nelson”



On April 18, 1913,
Alfred and Emily
Nelson deeded to
the Trustees of the
Fireplace Literary
Club a parcel of
land north of the
Chapel House to
build a library.
Stipulation was for
a building to cost
not less than $2,000
and to be
completed by 1918.
This was not done
and the land was
returned.

THIC INDENTURE, made the lgiz/d&y of April, in the year of our Lord One
'thousand nine hundred and thirtéen. ARTWEEN ALFRED NFLSON and EMILY F.
NELS0ON, his wife, hoth of Flushing, Queens County, New York, parties of
the first part, and THE TRUSTERS of the FIREPLACF LITERARY CLUB, of’

Brookhaven, New York, an assonlation organized and existing under the

corporation law of the State of Kew York, and having its place of

— -

offine in Brookhaven, Suffolk County, New York,
presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, release, enfeoff, convey

R 1 L S

and confirm to the sa2ld parties of the second part, and to their
sunaessors and assigns forever.ﬁ ALL tha= nertain plece or parcel of
gland and premises hereinafter particularly desecrihed, situate, lying
and being in th2 Town of Brookhaven; in the County of Suffolk and State
of New York. BFGINNING at a ﬁoint on the east line of South Country -

Road distant one hundred fifteen and Seve: twelfths feet (115.7ft.)

north from the intercsection of said east "ine of said South Country

i

i

i " . -

IRoad with the north line of Transverse Road or Chapel Avenue, running
| :



In 1913,

Alfred Nelson
donated land

b BROOKHAVEN
Chapel House Y e N 1915

to the Library S X\ Bemr
Club for a ke (€] b4 RS

library to be
built by 1918.
This went
unfulfilled.
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7 Alfred Nelson Sr in faggg!goqég:\mth four of hIS

ras grandchl Idren — A“I‘fred ’E‘ﬁﬂfy ~Beatrrce and Norman
— at the Brook Store in 1905. S

Photo courtesy Post Morrow Foundation



Founding member Ellen
Learned. She was said to
have an “operatic” voice,
and regularly performed
In concerts in New York
and elsewhere. Called
“Nellie” by local
residents, she was active
In the affairs of the local
Brookhaven Hamlet
community. In addition to
giving singing and music
lessons, she was
remembered as the
volunteer director at the
St James Church. She
lived at 331 Beaver Dam
Road with Emily Wagner.

Ellen Learned

Photo courtesy Post Morrow Foundation



Photo courtesy Richard Thomas

Emilie Wagner (Third Street's founder)

Emily Wagner,
founder of the
Third Street Music
School Settlement,
was a signer of the
1913 incorporation
of the Fire Place
Literary Club. She
and Ellen Learned
lived at 331
Beaver Dam Road
(next slide).



A 5, il . - Photo 1900, courtesy John Deltz

———

Ellen Learned and Emily Wagner S home at 331 Beaver Dam Road.



Founding member
Catherine (Church)
Fraser with her
daughter, Phyllis, circa
1912. 22 years later
Phyllis would become
the second library
director, serving from
1934 — 1942.

From 1919- 1926,
Malcolm Fraser’s art
studio in their home
was converted to being
the library. (Malcolm
moved his art studio
Into his former
carriage house).

Photo courtesy Faith McCutcheon
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Founding member Nettie Valentine. Nettie (Furman) was born in Patc ogue and marhed

Brook Store owner and postmaster Jacob Valentine in 1893.



Jacob and Nettie
Valentine, circa
1912. The
Valentines’ general
store and post
office was the
community center
during the 50 years
Jacob ran it, from
about 1885 to
1935.

Photo courtesy Hugh Byrne
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Forrest & Lilly Reeve

Photo courte‘;y ¢
Marilyn Pgtram- * -

Founding member Lillian
Reeve with husband
Forrest by their home at
349 South Country Road,
circa 1930. Forrest Reeve
was Brookhaven hamlet’s
assistant postmaster at the
Valentines’ Brook Store
for 53 years.



Jeremiah Dominy
was the last
operator of the
South Haven
mill, which closed
in 1910.

Jeremiah and Frances Dominy,
between their house and milk
shed in South Haven, May 1928. /&8¢

Foundmg
" member
Frances
Dominy



Photo courtes Postl\?lorrow...h § W
Eoundetro

Founding I\/Iember Ellzabeth W. Morrow with granddaughter Betsy
Morrow.



Founding member Louisa H.
W. Post, 1930.

The mission of the of the
Fireplace Literary Club was
to have a library In
Brookhaven hamlet, which
was accomplished in 1926
when Louisa and her
husband, James, donated land
and our current library
building to the Fireplace
Literary Club.

. -Photo courtesy Post Morrow'I
*"Foundation . phpet



~ Founding member I\/Iel"tia i 'Anatlvaof Halle, Germany, Mrs-._'%f
Iw Blumg.at her house, 381 - . Blume was noted in particutar for
Beaver Dam Road Clrca 1912 her Long Islan_d_shqre_Iandseape

Phato-courtesy. Johln Deitz
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Founding member Louise B. Carman was born
and lived her entire live in this house at 41 Old
South Country Road in South Haven. She is
the granddaughter of Sam Carman, who
owned the mills, inn and store in South Haven.
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Founding member Mrs. Rachael de Arcas ran a Brookhaven hamlet boarding house at 349

Beaver Dam Road called the Edgewater. In a 1913 listing from a Long Island Railroad

advertising pamphlet, she indicated accommodations for 35 people at $10-12 per week.
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=3 Founding membe-m__vﬁg&s
it N i e home (modern picture) at 306
7 phooounssyaonioe: -~ Beaver Dam Road
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Founding members and s'isterr-s, Emma and Anna (Minna) Kost lived with their brother, Frederick
Kost at 298 Beaver Dam Road. Photo circa 1912. Frederick Kost was to become one of the first
directors of the incorporated club in 1913. House was later moved across the street.
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1ding members Anna Matson and her daughter
Esther Matson lived in this. home at 303 South Cou
h | ' Road. Anna was actlve |n the Women 'S suffrag'e '
A Bhoto courtesy Jot Dtz . atthe time #5 a0 e




The Ellzabeth and Thomas I\/Iorrow Sr. home at 285 Beaver Dam
Road. Their son, Tom Morrow Jr., would later become one of the

library’s biggest benefactors. Elizabeth’s sister Ann Weeks, who was
also a founding member, lived with them.



Country Road (modern

photo).




Founding member Catharine Smith’s

| home at 365 Beaver Dam Road. The

| Smiths were poultry farmers. Catherine’s
husband, Frank, also ran a ferry from
Squassux Landing to Smith’s Point
between 1890 and 1920.




HOLIDAY HOUSE, BROOKHAVEN, LONG ISLAND

Founding member Florence Drinker was the head social worker at the Holiday House,
located at 311 South Country Rd, which was "‘a summer nursery home for
underprivileged children,” owned by the Holy Trinity Guild of Brooklyn.



On Oct 14,
1913, the Fire
Place Literary
Club was
Incorporated.

-m{%gmtmm the purposes | mﬁ#ﬂ"ﬁ)&%ﬁ“‘@ 1
‘eing of full dge; of ‘sound mind and $1t1: ons "E’Wf*"’

M ﬁﬁ; .@mm. uknorlnﬁjt%‘f et z!‘&mx "".e“,\'
M‘Ificdﬁaﬁlﬂ%nﬂ as follows: 351;;_5: m{‘: t -Eb:: ,'. g.

PIRSE: The partioular cbject for wite N ths Gorporatton de ©
wwm ‘s for the purpose of WWW 5
&m m‘%‘.ﬂv ‘amusement MMWM ey
to supply, sald mexbers with proper mnw; ‘such as m
 magazines) books and. papers, end to provide a place where . - ;‘
the membare of ‘the Gorporation may spend their iale moments ;_‘_i
mmmmmnmmmm g >
 purpose. desire to aaquize & amall plece of land.on whighite
: mmmm for the purpose mmw&ﬂu
| 7oom of xeoreation. SE0OMD: . The name of the. A AT T
tion is “Fireplace mmzr mub.znc. THIRD; The mmm
in which these opsrations axe o mmm@w is
*ummm}mm mwammw
Suffolk. mmgm “The. Town, Village. mm;ugmm* :
 ite prinoipal office is o be looated is %o be in the said
| 7411age of Brgokhavany.Rowyof. Srodhnaa qum u.l‘.t.
;Jm'm: The musber wmmmwmm.knmm
1}, names and places of z‘iﬁ«;?t of the persons %o be Ate dlrnmi
| unt1 148 pizey mu&“‘"“ A ars as ¥ cliows e T g

AR SR R

g
a8

s". &
L e

3 l

W EETY ah, " ¥ U :
BB 1m~u oF ’mmpoxm,w TaNE i}d%ﬁb
A siguod m unmgdsad undcr our uﬂ.l

L Ao r:;_wi;”"'"
S Qokbber 1917,

Bl Shaies o o dailhg o



Three of
those signing
as witnesses
to the
Incorporation
In 1913 were
not founding

members:
Emily
Wagner,
Emma
Barteau and
Grace
Corwin.
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Emma Barteau’s home (now destroyed) along South Country
Road near today’s Andiron Drive. Photo circa 1912.




____Qrace Corwin’s home, 13 Locust Lane."
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tary school, 1915 / 3 I

| ] _ '
, Photo cogrtesy Post. Morrow Foundation ‘
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The first Library CIu metings were held at th Brookhaven Elementary School, but “it
was with great difficulty that some of the most rotund of our members got in and out of the
seats.” Meetings were then held at the Chapel House and Methodist Church meeting rooms.
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Some of the first meetings of the Fire Place Library Club were -held .H;f-e In thé
Methodist Church on Beaver Dam Road (today a private residence).



Photo c&urtesy Post MorrOw Foundatlon et
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Other early Fire Place Library Club metlngs were held here at the
Presbyterian Lecture Hall or Chapel House (today a private home).




From 1914 to 1919, the Library
was in the Rohde home, at 255
Beaver Dam Road, where
daughter, Mrs. (Rohde)
Gwynne, was the librarian.
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Squassock’s Indians,
ﬁpook}\aven L i

: Photo courtesy Post Mor

Flreplace L|terary Club members dressed as Indians,
fundraising for a library building circa 1920s.
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BROOKHAVEN, L. I.

In 1926, the Fireplace Literary Club’s dream was realized when James
Post donated land and the above building to the Literary Club.

THE BROOKHAVEN LIBRARY



r { " ) ’
\ 1 iR g
5T T
/ . ! A N

/ James Post ou%a:m'let S greatest :




INTERIOR VIEW, BROOKHAVEN LIBRARY



BROOKHAVEN LIBRARY



1930
THE FORMATION OF THE BROOKHAVEN
FREE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

In order to meet the requirements of the Board of Regents
of the State of New York covering the operations of a Free
Library and to provide greater service for the residents of the
hamlet, the Brookhaven Free Library Association was incor-

porated and a charter granted on June 19, 1930. The following
were the original charter members:

MRS. NETTIE FURMAN VALENTINE
MISS MARY KINGMAN FORD

MRS, MATILDA MITCHELL NELSON
THOMAS 1. MORROW

JAMES HOWELL POST



Thomas I.
Morrow, Jr. was
an original charter
member of the
Brookhaven Free
Library in 1930.

Tom Morrow
married James
Post’s daughter,

Elisabeth, and
together they were
major contributors
and supporters of
the library
throughout their
lives.

Thomas I. Morrow, Jr. circa 1920s

Photo courtesy Post Morrow Foundation



Picture: Tom Morrow,
Jr. and Elisabeth In
1941.

They continued the
philanthropy of their
parents, founding
members Tom and
Elizabeth Morrow, Sr.,
and James and Louisa
Post, with many things
In our community,
which continues to this
day with the Post
Morrow Foundation.




When the Brookhaven
Free Library
Association was
Incorporated,
Brookhaven and South
Haven were still mostly
farmland as shown in
this 1930 aerial
photograph.

Photo courtesy of Stony
Brook University



25th Anniversary Newsletter  £7%7
Yow awifly have these dwentu-live years of [he
Fireplace Litenary (Aub life passed and what changes have
we seen hene and in the entine world.
An article published recently mentions what man could

not do in 1912, Among these are:

Go to a talkie
See a news reed
Kide in a streamlined Zrain
Oun a modean automobile (@9 matenials in wae nou,
wene not available then/.
e
Get a long distance 2elephone in a few secondas.
Get London. on he Zelephone.
Fly Lrom . Y, 4o Los Angeles overnighi.
Send a letten by ain meid
.-
A package by Panced FPost
Freeze his oun Lce cubens
Offern a womn a cigareite
Bu;; an:;u”tinq wfmpped in moistune. ~proc¥  Celuplene
Shave by electricitys

Get a bonua Lrom the qovernmeni fon not rnaleing
conn, Fobacen, cotlon, and wheal.

Ride in Zhe countay on concrete noads.

Live in a glass brick houwse

Bug a Fabloid newspapen



Brockhaven, New York

1st request for public money 1941 April 18, 1941

TO THE VOTERS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT #29:

&t the school meeting on May 6th, you will be asked to vote
on the following provosition: "Shall the sum of $300 be
appropriated for the use of the Brookhsven Free Library, and be
raised by tax on the taxable property of School District #292"

Ye ask you to consider these facts.

The Brookhaven Library belongs to the village. The
Brookhaven Free Library Asscciation is incorporated under the
State, to which the trustees, elected by the Library Asscciation,
are responsible.

The library hzas been supported for many years by membership
duss in the association, and by voluntaery gifts. The Fireplace
Literary Club ies a regular contritutor, and ite representatives
2g8gist in the administration.

The time has come when there must be an assured incoms if
the llibrary is to continue its present usefulnoss. The State
Department of Education is urging repeatsdly that funds be
obtained from the =schcol district, in order to make the Iibrary
secure for ths future. They say, "It would be a pity for
Srockhaven to lose, through lack of adequate sunport, the fine
librery they have built up." .

Do you know:

1. That our library, though small, has a high rating with
the State supervisors?

2. That the circulation for 1940 was nsarly 4000, and that
of children's books nearly 10002

3. That the library co-operates with the school by lsnding
to it groups of children's books?

4. That the stats Zlves us for bocks an amount egual to the
amount we can provide for that purposs?

5. That ocur librarian can borrow for you any desired books
from Albvany?

The sum asked for would increass your scheol tax about four
cents on $100 of assessment. Thet is, if your assessment is
31000, the tax incresse will be Torty ecents. Is it net worth
it?

Will you come to the school mesting and vote for it?

Yours very truly,

Acting Seerstary,

(Joint Committee of
Brockhaven Free Library
Associatlion and Fireplace
Literary Club.)
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Ilbrary was in 1957, with a
generous donatlon--from :




fﬁ‘ r Photo courtesy Jen Clement
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1970 addition

—






. 1989 addition
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2005
Community
Room
addition
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There’s a quiet little village down by the bay
Where the air is as fresh as can be,

For the good old sou’wester comes booming in
From the Gulf Stream far out at sea.

Though few in numbers, the people here

Have grown to love the old place

With its locusts and oaks and broad green fields
And its air of unspoiled country grace.

Far from the great city’s turmoil and strife

We are gathered to mark the glad day

When our club celebrates twenty years of its life
In this peaceful old town by the bay.

Let us all stand together and never forget

Those who gave us this beautiful home,

For in sunshine and storm here our hearts will still turn
Though o’er the wide world we may roam.

Norman Fairlie Nelson
201 anniversary
Fireplace Literary Club
June 16, 1932



‘Brookhaven Free Library, Apri
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M\Y S HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! | Tl




The End.

Program will loop back
to beginning.
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